CHAPTER VI. REMEDIES : NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL.
"We have now dealt with the principal influences, which have been operating on silver for the last twenty years. The great movements in the United States for maintaining its value have hopelessly broken down, and the net result has been the discrediting of the metal, and the attempt on the part of a great Empire, whose currency has been based upon it, to entirely demonetize it. There is much wild talk about the depths to which the value of silver may descend, and predictions are not wanting that at 110 distant period it will, like the baser metals, be quoted by the ton instead of the ounce. All this, however, is sheer nonsense: silver will continue for the remainder of this century, and likely for the next as well, to be the basis for the greater part of the world's currency; and counter influences are even now at work tending to bring about a speedy reaction, which it is to be hoped will not prove too violent.
First and foremost is the question of the cost of production. Scientific discovery and human ingenuity have between them cheapened that of silver, as of almost every other commodity; but there can be little
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